CS 162 HW 2

Foreground and background processes (EC) / Background processes

Background processes

So far, your shell waits for each program to finish before starting the next one. Many shells allow
you run a command in the background by putting an & at the end of the command line. After the
background program is started, the shell allows you to start more processes without waiting for the

background process to finish.

Modify your shell so that it runs commands that end in an & in the background. Once you've
implemented this feature, you should be able to run programs in the background with a command
such as /bin/1s &.

You should also add a new built-in command wait, which waits until all background jobs have

terminated before returning to the prompt.

You can assume that there will always be spaces around the & character. You can assume that, if

there is a & character, it will be the last token on that line.
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