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1 Number Game
Note 20 Sinho and Vrettos are playing a game where they each choose an integer uniformly at random from [0,100],

then whoever has the larger number wins (in the event of a tie, they replay). However, Vrettos doesn’t like
losing, so he’s rigged his random number generator such that it instead picks randomly from the integers
between Sinho’s number and 100. Let S be Sinho’s number and V be Vrettos’ number.

(a) What is E[S]?

(b) What is E[V | S = s], where s is any constant such that 0 ≤ s ≤ 100?

(c) What is E[V ]?
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https://www.eecs70.org/assets/pdf/notes/n20.pdf


2 Number of Ones
Note 20 In this problem, we will revisit dice-rolling, except with conditional expectation. (Hint: for both of these

subparts, the law of total expectation may be helpful.)

(a) If we roll a die until we see a 6, how many ones should we expect to see?

(b) If we roll a die until we see a number greater than 3, how many ones should we expect to see?

3 Joint Distributions
Note 15
Note 16

(a) Give an example of discrete random variables X and Y with the property that E[XY ] ̸= E[X ]E[Y ]. You
should specify the joint distribution of X and Y .

(b) Give an example of discrete random variables X and Y that (i) are not independent and (ii) have the
property that E[XY ] = 0, E[X ] = 0, and E[Y ] = 0. Again you should specify the joint distribution of X
and Y .
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https://www.eecs70.org/assets/pdf/notes/n20.pdf
https://www.eecs70.org/assets/pdf/notes/n15.pdf
https://www.eecs70.org/assets/pdf/notes/n16.pdf


4 Student Life
Note 19 In an attempt to avoid having to do laundry often, Marcus comes up with a system. Every night, he desig-

nates one of his shirts as his dirtiest shirt. In the morning, he randomly picks one of his shirts to wear. If
he picked the dirtiest one, he puts it in a dirty pile at the end of the day (a shirt in the dirty pile is not used
again until it is cleaned).

When Marcus puts his last shirt into the dirty pile, he finally does his laundry, and again designates one of
his shirts as his dirtiest shirt (laundry isn’t perfect) before going to bed. This process then repeats.

(a) If Marcus has n shirts, what is the expected number of days that transpire between laundry events? Your
answer should be a function of n involving no summations.

(b) Say he gets even lazier, and instead of organizing his shirts in his dresser every night, he throws his
shirts randomly onto one of n different locations in his room (one shirt per location), designates one of
his shirts as his dirtiest shirt, and one location as the dirtiest location.

In the morning, if he happens to pick the dirtiest shirt, and the dirtiest shirt was in the dirtiest location,
then he puts the shirt into the dirty pile at the end of the day and does not throw any future shirts into
that location and also does not consider it as a candidate for future dirtiest locations (it is too dirty).

What is the expected number of days that transpire between laundry events now? Again, your answer
should be a function of n involving no summations.
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https://www.eecs70.org/assets/pdf/notes/n19.pdf
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