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C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

S U M M A R Y

This is the second part of an overview of astrophysics, which begins with 7A. This course

covers the Milky Way galaxy, star formation and the interstellar medium, galaxies, black

holes, quasars, dark matter, the expansion of the universe and its large-scale structure,

and cosmology and the Big Bang. The physics in this course includes that used in 7A

(mechanics and gravitation; kinetic theory of gases; properties of radiation and radiative

energy transport; quantum mechanics of photons, atoms, and electrons; and magnetic

fields) and adds the special and general theories of relativity.

P R E R E Q U I S I T E S

PHYS 7A (phys7a.html) and PHYS 7B (phys7b.html) (7B can be concurrent) or conset of the

instructor.

Spring only.

W O R K L O A D

T I M E  C O M M I T M E N T

3 hours of lecture and 1 hour of laboratory per week.
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