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CHEM 1A - GENERAL CHEMISTRY (3 UNITS)

COURSE OVERVIEW

SUMMARY

This course is a lecture course which provides a general overview of many aspects of
chemistry. It is a chemistry course for non-chemistry majors, and thus does not go very
far in depth about many topics, but teaches the fundamentals. There are four very diverse
units of the course, including an intro, acid/base, thermodynamics and light chemistry.
The subjects may vary slightly from the fall and spring semesters, but they stay generally

the same. There are three midterms and one final.

PREREQUISITES

None

TOPICS COVERED (4 MAIN UNITS)

o Introduction to chemistry, atoms/molecules, periodic trends, bonding
o Equilibrium, acid base chemistry
o Energy in chemistry, thermodynamics

o Light chemistry, molecular orbitals

WORKLOAD

COURSEWORK

o 3 midterms
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o 1 final
o Various homeworks that are just meant to help you practice with the material.
(Homework in the fall semester varies slightly in that | believe it is online

homework that is turned in and graded.)

TIME COMMITMENT

3 hours of lecture per week, 1 of discussion per week. Approximately 3 hours of

“homework” per week.

CHOOSING THE COURSE

WHEN TO TAKE

Can be taken at any time, depending on the major or requirement it would be filling.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS AND TIPS

If possible, take this course in the spring. Different professors teach in fall and spring and
in my experience, Dr. Marsden (who teaches in spring) is one of the best professors that |

have ever had at Berkeley.
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