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C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W

S U M M A R Y

This course provides a comprehensive overview of behavorial endocrinology beginning

with hormone production and actions on target issues and continuing with an exploration

of a variety of behaviors and their hormonal regulation/consequences. The course uses a

comparative approach to examine the reciprocal interactions between the neuroendocrine

system and behavior, considering the effects of hormone on development and adult

behavior in addition to how behavior regulates endocrine physiology. While much of the

course focuses on non-human vertebrate species, the relevance to humans is explored

where appropriate. Topics include sexual differentiation and sex differences in behavior,

reproductive, parental, and aggressive behaviors, and hormonal and behavioral

homeostatic regulation.

P R E R E Q U I S I T E S

Completion of biological prerequisites for the major and consent of instructor ; a course in

mammalian physiology recommended

Spring only
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W O R K L O A D

T I M E  C O M M I T M E N T

2 hours of lecture and 1 hour of discussion per week.
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